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The history
N

o sport has as great a Paralym
pic history 

as A
rchery. O

riginally developed as a 
m

eans of rehabilitation and recreation  
for people w

ith a physical disability,  
it featured at the first Stoke M

andeville 
G

am
es in 1948 – the precursor to the 

Paralym
pic G

am
es – and has been on  

every Paralym
pic program

m
e since the  

first G
am

es at Rom
e 1960.

The basics
The aim

 of A
rchery is sim

ple: to shoot 
arrow

s as close to the centre of the target 
as possible. The targets are 122 centim

etres 
in diam

eter, w
ith the gold ring at the centre 

m
easuring just 12.2cm

 and w
orth a 

m
axim

um
 10 points. A

rchers shoot at the 
target from

 a distance of 70 m
etres.

The individual com
petitions are played in 

a knockout form
at. M

atches are played 
over the best of five sets, and each archer 
gets three arrow

s per set. The w
inners of 

each m
atch qualify for the next round, 

until the last tw
o archers go head-to-head 

in the final. A
 knockout form

at is also used 
for the team

 com
petitions, w

hich feature 
team

s of three archers com
peting against 

each other in a best-of-24
-arrow

s form
at.

The history
H

aving been practised com
petitively  

for centuries, the tough and dem
anding 

sport of Shooting is now
 popular all  

over the w
orld. It has been part of the 

Paralym
pic G

am
es since Toronto 1976, 

w
hen three Shooting events w

ere held.  
A

t one point the num
ber of events 

expanded to as m
any as 29, but since 

Sydney 2000 a standard 12 events  
have been included.

The basics
The Paralym

pic Shooting program
m

e 
includes both rifle and pistol events and 
sees athletes w

ith different disabilities 
com

pete together in tw
o classes. 

The target is m
ade up of 10 scoring rings. 

The centre ring, know
n as the bull’s-eye,  

is w
orth 10 points, or 10.9 in finals.

A
thletes shoot from

 a variety of positions  
– standing, sitting or prone (lying dow

n) –  
at distances of 10m

, 25m
 and 50m

. The 
rules for each event depend on the firearm

, 
the distance, shooting position, num

ber  
of shots and the tim

e lim
it, but each 

com
petition consists of a qualification and  

a final round. 

D
ay

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11

D
ate

Thu
30 A

ug
Fri

31 A
ug

Sat
1 Sep

Sun
2 Sep

M
on

3 Sep
Tue

4 Sep
W

ed
5 Sep

Thu
6 Sep

Fri
7 Sep

Sat
8 Sep

Sun
9 Sep

M
orning

10:00
- 

13:30
10:00

- 
13:30

10:00
- 

12:00
10:00

- 
12:25

10:00
- 

12:25
10:00

- 
12:00

A
fternoon

15:00
- 

18:30
15:00

- 
18:00

15:00
- 

17:00
15:00

- 
17:25

15:00
- 

16:45
14:00

- 
18:25

Sessions w
here gold m

edals w
ill be decided and/or aw

arded are highlighted in bold

D
ay

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11

D
ate

Thu
30 A

ug
Fri

31 A
ug

Sat
1 Sep

Sun
2 Sep

M
on

3 Sep
Tue

4 Sep
W

ed
5 Sep

Thu
6 Sep

Fri
7 Sep

Sat
8 Sep

Sun
9 Sep

M
orning

09:00
- 

16:25
09:00

- 
16:25

09:00
- 

17:15
09:00

- 
13:20

09:00
- 

17:55
09:00

- 
12:45

09:00
- 

15:10
09:00

- 
17:55

G
old m

edals w
ill be decided and/or aw

arded in every session

Classification key
To ensure com

petition is fair, athletes  
are grouped into classes according to 
how

 m
uch their im

pairm
ent im

pacts  
on their perform

ance.

C
ode 

C
lassification

ST  
  

Standing: athletes can stand but  
 

m
ay shoot from

 a stool or chair
W

1   
 W

heelchair 1: athletes have an 
im

pairm
ent that affects both 

their arm
s and their legs

W
2  

 W
heelchair 2: athletes have an 

im
pairm

ent that affects their legs 

Classification key
To ensure com

petition is fair, athletes  
are grouped into classes according to 
how

 m
uch their im

pairm
ent im

pacts  
on their perform

ance.

C
ode 

C
lassification

SH1  
 A

thletes w
ho can support the 

w
eight of the firearm

SH
2   

 A
thletes w

ho require a shooting 
stand to support the w

eight of 
the firearm

Events
 

 Individual C
om

pound – O
pen

  
Individual C

om
pound – W

1
 

 Individual Recurve – Standing
 

 Individual Recurve – W
1/W

2
 

 Team
 Recurve – O

pen
 M

en’s event 
 W

om
en’s event

Events
  

R1: 10m
 A

ir Rifle Standing – SH1
   

R2: 10m
 A

ir Rifle Standing – SH1
/

 R3: 10m
 A

ir Rifle Prone – SH1
/

 R4: 10m
 A

ir Rifle Standing – SH
2

/
 R5: 10m

 A
ir Rifle Prone – SH

2
/

 R6: 50m
 Free Rifle Prone – SH1

  
R7: 50m

 Rifle 3 Positions – SH1
   

R8: 50m
 Rifle 3 Positions – SH1

  
P1: 10m

 A
ir Pistol – SH1

   
P2: 10m

 A
ir Pistol – SH1

/
 P3: 25m

 Pistol – SH1
/

 P4: 50m
 Pistol – SH1

 M
en’s event 

 W
om

en’s event
/

 M
ixed event

Archery
Shooting

Skill, concentration and nerves of steel are all essential in A
rchery.

Shooting is the ultim
ate test of accuracy and control.

Th
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ya

l 
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ry
 

Ba
rr
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ks
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g
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G
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es
 

O
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de

Find out m
ore about the sports – pick 

up an official London 2012 daily or 
souvenir program

m
e at the event.
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Using a day pass? 
This provides general admission on a first come, first served 
basis to any session throughout the day, with seats subject  
to availability. Use the competition schedule in this guide to 
plan your visit. Please wait until a break in competition to  
leave a session.

Got a ticket for a specific session?
This means you’re guaranteed entry to that Archery or Shooting 
session. You’ll only be able to enter the seating area after all 
spectators from the previous session have left. 

If you have a ticket for the Shooting on 30 August or  
6 September, a day pass is not included with your ticket  
as there are no Archery events on these days.

Once you’re inside the venue, please follow directions from 
staff to the designated seating area. There’s no readmission.

How to pay 
In recognition of Visa’s longstanding support of 
the Paralympic Games, only Visa (debit, credit 

and prepaid) and cash can be used for purchases inside the 
venue. Contactless payment is also available. 

While you’re watching 
During the Archery competition, please be as quiet as possible 
when the archer pulls back the bow string. Mobile phones should 
be switched off or set to silent. 

Flash photography is not permitted.
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Plan your travel

Get the perfect souvenir or gift  

– including exclusive merchandise 

only available in venues –  

at the London 2012 Shop.  

Or go online at  
london2012.com/shop

Getting to The Royal Artillery Barracks 
Great news! You can use the Games Travelcard sent to you 
with your ticket for free travel on public transport in London 
zones 1–9 on the day of your event, including to and from  
The Royal Artillery Barracks. The recommended station is:

Woolwich Arsenal  – around 20-minute walk

Your Games Travelcard also entitles you to one-third off river 
services. From Woolwich Arsenal Pier it’s a 30-minute  
walk to the venue.

Please be aware that the walk from the station/pier to the 
venue is partially uphill.

London will be very busy so leave plenty of time to get to  
the venue and be prepared for crowds. Plan and book your 
journey at london2012.com/paralympics/travel and check it 
before you set off as things may change. You’ll also find plenty  
of walking and cycling routes on the website.

Been to The Royal Artillery Barracks before? The area will be 
operating differently during the Games so please follow the 
signs and directions from staff. There’s no spectator parking at 
or near the venue, except for pre-booked Blue Badge spaces.

For days when you’re not going to a London 2012 sports event 
or ceremony, beat the queues for travel tickets and buy a Visitor 
Oyster card before you leave home at tfl.gov.uk/visitorshop

Accessible travel
If you’ve already reserved Blue Badge 
parking, you’ll receive details in the  
post soon. For more information, go to 
london2012.com/paralympics/bluebadge

Woolwich Arsenal station has step-free  
access, with staff assistance available.  
A shuttle service will run from this station  
to the venue for spectators with 
accessibility requirements. 

Out and about
Find out what’s on at a London 2012 Live Site near  
you or discover the great range of Paralympic,  
London 2012 Festival and other events taking place  
across the UK at london2012.com/paralympics/joinin

Scan me now or go to 
london2012.com/paralympics/
mobileapps to find out about  
the official London 2012 apps,  
with sports results, spectator 
information and more.


